Y oung adults split on efficacy.

52%

A great deal of difference/some A little difference/almost no
difference difference/no difference at all

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



Young adults most likely to think they can make a

difference are more political, more active, more partisan,
mor e ideological, and better educated.

Think politicians pay attention to young people
Volunteer once a week

Strong Conservatives

Strong Republicans

Think their vote isimportant

* Shaded area denotes intensity.

Married men
Post Graduates
Republican men

Strong Liberals

Full-time Students

Groups most likely to say they can make a difference
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Contrary to stereotypes, young adults volunteer because
someone asked them or it makesthem fedl good and
effective, not becauseit isrequired or asaresumé builder.

1t makes me feel good [ /%

It makesa difference [ 21%
Asked by church __ 17%
Someone asked me to __ 13%
It is better for getting a job/getting into college __ 8%
Required by school __ 6%

Someone | know isaffected by the issue [ 6%

Parentsareinvolved - 4%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%  25%

30%



Reasons for participation do not differ by party identification.

_2—1%\)
It makes me feel good 23%

| 26%

_ _Lz‘%
It makes a difference 23%

] | 20%
17%
Asked by church ﬂ
] | 18%
12%
Someone asked me to — 14%
1 [12%
It is better for getting a q 10%
job/getting into college 6%
. 6%
Required by school 6%
] 6%
Someone | know is =7 7% B Democrat
affected by the issue 2% [ Independent
= O Republican
3
Parents are involved 4% .
0
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Young adultsfed their votesarejust asimportant as
anybody else’ s but feel candidates reach out moreto older
and wealthier voters.

My vote counts as much asanyone else's

Candidates want my vote*

Candidates would rather talk to older and wealthier
people than talk to me

Candidates ask for my vote*

It would be difficult for someone like me to make a
real difference in politics or government*

Candidates never come to my community

Candidatestake young voters seriously

It would be difficult for someone like me to make a
real difference in my community*

| never see people like me voting

* Split-sampled questions

* Shaded area denotes intensity.
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Y oung adults who are socialized into politics by ther
parents are mor e efficacious and engaged, but share many
per ceptions of politics and campaignswith all youth.

Y oung adults whose parentstalked to them about voting

91%

My vote counts as much asanyone else's

Candidates want my vote* 90%

Candidates would rather talk to older and wealthier
people than talk to me

66%

71%

Candidates ask for my vote*

95%

Candidatestake young voters seriously

Candidates never come to my community 46%

It would be difficult for someone like me to make a
real difference in politics or government*

44%

| never see people like me voting 39%

It would be difficult for someone like me to make a

: . : 39%
real difference in my community* ’

* Split-sampled questions 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
* Shaded area denotes intensity.




Terrorism and September 111" have the potential to
engage young adults morethan other events we have seen.

Much morelikely/Morelikely Difleroence
The war on terrorism 70% || 20%
The attacks of September 11th 67% || 22%
George W. Bush's Presidency and administration 50% 29%
Bill Clinton's Presidency and administration 45% 29%
The events surrounpling th.e Presidential election 41% 4%
in Florida
Therecession 43% 33%
The campaign of Ralph Nader 26% 46%
The protests against globalization 28% 39%
The campaign of John McCain 25% 45%

* Shaded area denotes intensity.
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Eventsthat make young adults morelikely to participate in politics
and voting also make them more favorable to gover nment

% Much morefavorable

40%
The war on \
Terrorism
n
30% .
The attacks of
September 11t
20% a George W. Bush's Presidency
and administration
g Bill Clinton’s Presidency
and administration
0 The protests The recession _
10% against " ®The events surrounding
globalizationy "o campaign of the Presidential election
The camp?ai gnof  Ralph Nader In Florida
John McCain

0%
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% Much morelikely to vote



Republican youth, those with parental political
Involvement, and youth with high levels of efficacy have
been mobilized by thewar on terrorism.

Net Morelikely to participatein politics and voting

Strong Republican I ;s

Sometimes volunteer [ +75

el ey e K & g et e O | -+75
difference |
Parentstook them to vote [ +74

Their voteisimportant T +74
Republican women [ +74
College-educated men [ +74

15-17 college bound [ +73

Mid Atlantic _ +73

O 10 20 30 40 50 60 /0 80 90




Y oung adults support community service and civic
education, but have more mixed reactionsto mandatory
reguirements.

Offering every young person a chance to do a full year
of national or community service and earn money 46% 81%
toward college or advanced training*

M aking classes on civics and government a

0 0
requirement for high school graduation* 35% 66%

M aking classes on civics and government a

0 A%
requirement for middle school* 30% 64%

Instituting a new kind of draft that gives people the

: L . : Y 61%
choice between civilian or military service 30% 0

Making a year of national or community service a

il

condition for receiving gover nment student loans and 21% 53%
grants*
Requiring all graduating high school students to
complete a certain amount of community serviceto | lEY%) 43%

receive their diploma

* Split-sampled questions 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



Young Adultsdirectly affected are sometimes more
reser ved about public policy requirements.

% Favor

Offering every young persona 15.17 | 78%
chance to do afull year of 18-20 | 82%
national or community service 21-22 | 83%
23-35 | 80%
Making classesoncivicsand 1 47 | 56%
government a requirement 18-20 | 70%
for high school graduation 21-22 | 69%
23-25 | 68%
Making classeson civicsand  15-17 | 51%
government a requirement 18-20 | 67%
for middle school 21-22 | 71%
23-35 | 70%
Institl_Jti ng anew kind of _draft 15-17 60%
that gives people the choice  18.20 60%
between civilian or military ~ 21-22 | 62%
service 23-23 | 63%
Making ayear of national or  15-17 | 48%
community service a condition 18-20 | 58%
for receiving government 21-22 | 45%
student loans and grants 23-23 | 57%
. o i o
o e o omaea, 120 m i —r
: peea 512 | 48%
certain amount of community 5355 100 0
serviceto receive their 49%
diploma
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



Y oung adults value a candidat€e’ s convictions,
substance and experiences more than their style.

Mean Score % 100

Can face down powerful interestg 32%

Takes issues to young people 23%

Speaks to issues of young peopl€e 21%
Experienced can get things done 19%

M eets young people on their turf 23%

Active in volunteering in his community| 18%
Understands need for affordable education 21%
Works to form consensus 17%

Regularly publishes voting report 15%

Has young people holding major positions 14%
Admits he does not have all the answers 15%
Has awebsite with detailed information 17%
Has written plan for issues facing voters 14%
New to politics/fresh perspective 11%
Interactive website 14%

Explains reasons for positions 9%

Previously successful career 8%

Dresses informally, 8%




Y oung people show high levels of community
Involvement but less political engagement.

58% - In every instance, respondents whose community or church donations 4
parents talk about politics are more likely

than those whose parents have not talked

48% - about politics to say they participated in

these activitiesin the past and will engage

in these activitiesin the future.

38% -

community volunteer L4

28% - @ joined non-political club
¢

taken a class on government or politics

€ hold leadership position
V\]{Ol’k march € discuss politics

student publication
18%

[ Yes, have done the activity

or
\/
par’ty ®ow @ run for leadership position
8% campaign volunteer
6% 16% 26% 36% 46% 56% 66%

< less likely - more likely to do the activitD

YES



The events of 9/11 have made young adults more likely to get
Involved in community and issue or ganizations, but have not
particularly mobilized them into gover nment, politics, or
military service.

Community service organization . 44%
. . 0
Work for an Issue organization 2504 36%
27%
Teacher DA%
30%
Federal government 0 °
Law enforcement or firefighting 2904,
. 28%
Military 0 °
27%
Local government 19% 0
‘e . 0
Political office o 1
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

O Consider Occupation B Consider After 911




Almost half of young adults volunteer.

45% -
40% -
35% 1
30%
25% 1
20% 1
15%
10%

5% 1

38%

0/ :

0% morethan’ weekly 'bi-monthly’ monthly  every two lessthan” inthep
once per or three annualy
week months but

sometimes



Y oung adults have a diffuse issue agenda that

resembl es older voters concerns.

Jobs & Economy

Terrorism & National Security
Crime & Violence

Quality of Public Schools
Drug Use

Cost of College

High Taxes

Environment

Health Care

Balancing the Budget
Social Security & Medicare

17%
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A candidate’ s stand on the issues is the most important
factor to young adults, followed by the experience or
record of the candidate, and his/her character.

The candidate' s stand on

0,
theissues 65%

The experience or record
of the candidate

The character of the
candidate

The personality and
manner of the candidate

The party affiliation of
the candidate

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



Par ental socialization is one of the most power ful
predictors of political participation.

% Registered to vote

Parentstake you to vote 80%

Parents not take you to

59%
vote

e ] e
parents

Did not talk politicswith
your parents

57%
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90%



Republicans and church-going youth are more
engaged at thistime.

% Voteisextremely/very important

Republicans nﬁ_ | 64%

Democr ats | 58%

| ndependents | 4304

Devout chur ch-goer | 64%

Occasional chur ch-goer | 54%

Non-chur ch-goer m | 3794

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



Y oung college women ar e strong community
leaders, but that does not extend to politics.

% Have donethisin the past

Joined organization that doesNOT deal with
politics 47%

73%

Volunteered for community organization 53%

|

35%
35%

Held leadership type position NOT in student
government 2504

I

29%
24%

I

Run for elected leadership position

Volunteered in a political campaign 12%

!

18%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% /0% 80%

@ College women O College men




September 11t has not produced higher rates of
political participation nor volunteering.

Registered to vote
70%
Volunteer once a 27%
month or more 20%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%  80%

B Jan-02 O Nov-98




Both parties have opportunity among young
adults.

35% - 30% 28%

Democrats Republicans Independents

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



/0% of young adultsare highly engaged in either
politics or volunteering, while 30% ar e disengaged.

38%

40% -
35%
30% -
25% 1
20% -
15%
10% -

5% 1

0% -

Politically engaged Volunteer, but not Disengaged
political



Like older voters, young voters are showing record
levels of trust in gover nment.

62%

50% -
45%
40%
35% -
30% A
25%
20% -
15%
10% -

5% A

0% -

Trust government Not trust government

* Shaded area denotes intensity.



