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Young Americans Most Tolerant Age Group
More Supportive of Gays and Lesbians, Immigrants, and Racial and Ethnic Groups
With turnout rates among young voters up sharply (to more than 50%) in 2004, and social commentators considering the growing diversity of our society, the attitudes of younger people on such hot-button issues such as gay marriage, immigration and race are more important than ever.
New analysis of 2004 exit-poll data, along with other research, shows that young Americans are more favorable than other age groups toward people sometimes targeted by intolerance, including gays and lesbians, racial and ethnic minorities, and immigrants, according to analysis released today by the Center for Information on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE.)  

The data show that young Americans are the most tolerant age group, and this tolerance and support for diversity is increasing over time.  Some key findings include:
· 69% of 18-29 year-olds voters support gay marriage or legal civil unions for gay and lesbian couples compared to 60% of 30-44 and 45-59 year-old voters, and 54% of those 60 and older. (National Election Pool, exit poll.)
· Between 1994 and 2000, the percentage of 18-25 year-olds who agree that blacks “have gotten less than they deserve,” rose 12 percentage points to 38% (National Election Survey, NES.)
· In 2002, 60% of 15-25 year olds agreed with the statement “Immigrants today strengthen our country because of their hard work,” compared to 51% of 26-37 year-olds, 49% of 38-56 year-olds, and 42% of those 57 and over.  (CIRCLE’s Civic and Political Health of a Nation Survey.)
“As policymakers and politicians consider this voting bloc, they should recognize the differences between them and previous generations,” said William Galston, Director of CIRCLE. “Our analysis shows that today’s young adults are more socially tolerant than any previous generation of Americans since polling began.”
Gays and Lesbians

Throughout the 2004 election and during the post-election analysis, gay marriage was discussed intensively, and legislation banning gay marriage was passed in many states.  The election exit polls and other research shows young 
Page 2 of 3 

American voters are more supportive of rights for gays and lesbians than older age groups.  According to the National Election Pool exit polls:

· 41% of 18-29 year-old voters think gays and lesbians should be allowed to marry, compared to 25% of 30-44 year-olds, and 25% of voters overall.
· Only 30% think there should be no legal recognition of gay and lesbian relationships, compared to 37% of those 30-44. 
· 28% think they should be allowed to legally form civil unions but not marry, compared to 35% of 30-44 year-olds.  
According to the National Election Study in 2000, 70% of 18-25 year-olds supported laws preventing job discrimination against gays and lesbians, up significantly from 51% in 1988.  The study also showed that 85% think “homosexuals should be allowed to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces,” up from 59% in 1992.  Of those ages 26 and older, 69% agreed with the statement in 2000, up from 56% in 1992.  
According to other 2004 CIRCLE research, American youth ages 15-25 endorse a range of other rights for gays and lesbians, including:

· 86% support equal protection in housing,

· 85% support equal protection in employment,

· 85% support protection from hate crimes,

· 53% support the ability to adopt children.

Contrary to conventional wisdom, African American and Latino youth are more supportive of extending equal protections to gays on a variety of issues.  In fact, they are more supportive of laws that provide equal protections on housing, employment, and hate crimes than whites.  
And majorities of these young people support civil unions, marriage, and adoption.
Moreover, youth support for equal protections for gays, seems to cross partisan, ideological, and religious lines.  For example, majorities of Republican, conservative, and Born-Again Christian youth also support protections on housing, employment, and hate crimes, although they oppose gay civil unions, marriage, and adoption.
Racial Minorities
Other research from the National Election Study shows the views of youth towards racial and ethnic minorities have also changed significantly over time, and young people are more tolerant of diversity than older groups.  Nearly 40% of 18-25 year-olds agreed with the statement “over the past few years, blacks have gotten less than they deserve,” compared to 28% of those age 26 and older.  Those age 26 and older are more than three times as likely to favor segregated neighborhoods (13% to 4%) and more than twice as likely to favor bans on racial intermarriage (10% to 4%) than those age 18-25.  Support for segregation among 18-25 year-olds has dropped sharply since 1972, from 24% favoring segregated neighborhoods to 4% in 1996, and 20% supporting a ban on racial intermarriage to 4% in 2002.
This increased support for diversity also translates into action.  According to the Social Capital Survey, those 18-25 are twice as likely to invite friends of another race over (20%), compared to 10% for those age 38-56.
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Immigrants

Additional CIRCLE research has shown young Americans are the least likely to view immigrants negatively.  Less than 30% agreed with the statement “Immigrants today are a burden on our 
country because they take our jobs, housing and health care,” compared to 35% of those age 26-37 and 38-56, and 37% of those 57 and over.  Though young people 15-25 are generally the most tolerant and supportive of immigrants, they agree with a plurality of Americans of all ages in thinking that immigration should be decreased.  
This and other data and analysis is from a new CIRCLE fact sheet, “Attitudes of Young People Toward Diversity”.  Additional information on youth attitudes on gay and lesbian issues can be found in the National Youth Survey 2004, funded by the Council for Excellence in Government and CIRCLE.    A copy of the fact sheet and analysis of the National Youth Survey are available at CIRCLE’s Web site:  www.civicyouth.org. 
####
Funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and Carnegie Corporation of New York, and housed at the University of Maryland’s School of Public Policy, CIRCLE (www.civicyouth.org) is a premier source of impartial, nonpartisan, and comprehensive data, research, and analysis on the civic engagement of young people.  
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